About the association between high alkaline phosphatase and risk of death and hospitalization in dialysis patients
To the Editor: We have been very interested by the epidemiological link between high alkaline phosphatase and the risk of death and hospitalization in the Dialysis Outcomes and Practice Patterns Study cohort. 1 It is interesting that the authors pointed out that this association was independent of calcium, phosphorus, and parathyroid hormone levels, as well as active vitamin D use. However, no mention was made about their 25 OH vitamin D serum levels, which may vary widely according to country latitude, as well as countryspecific reimbursement policy, for intravenous or oral administration of active or plain vitamin D.
Knowledge of 25 OH vitamin D status is important, as Wolf et al. 2 have pointed out that low 25 OH vitamin D in incident hemodialysis patients was a strong predictor of early all-cause mortality. Thus, their comment points to a current area of limited attention and an opportunity to study the effect of targeted treatment based on prospective measurement of 25 OH vitamin D.
